




Task-based language teaching: 
An analysis of learners’ perception  













Based	 Language	 Teaching	 (TBLT)	 methodology	 to	 an	 English	 as	 a	
Foreign	 Language	 (EFL)	 classroom	 using	 Information	 and	
Communication	 Technologies	 (ICTs),	 especially	 blogs.	 This	 paper	
starts	 focusing	on	 the	main	 features	of	TBLT.	Then,	 it	explores	how	
new	 technology	 and	 especially	 blogs	 can	 be	 embedded	 into	 this	
methodology.	 Special	 attention	 is	 paid	 to	 its	 potential	 in	 EFL	
contexts.	 This	 research	 paper	 concludes	 with	 a	 section	 of	
pedagogical	 implications	 in	 which	 a	 teaching	 proposal	 is	 designed	
taking	 into	 account	 the	 different	 features	 of	 TBLT	 as	 well	 as	 the	
different	implications	of	blogs	in	a	foreign	language	classroom.	Some	
observations	 after	 the	 implementation	 of	 this	 proposal	 in	 a	 real	
classroom	with	a	group	of	17	Spanish	students	are	made.	Finally,	the	






concern.	 Throughout	 history,	 many	 linguists	 have	 tried	 to	 find	 the	
most	 suitable	 method	 for	 teaching	 English	 following	 different	
linguistic	paradigms	and	theories	of	language	learning.		
In	 the	 1970´s,	 there	 was	 a	 great	 shift	 in	 language	 teaching	
methods.	 It	 was	 at	 that	 time	 when	 Communicative	 Language	
Teaching	 (CLT)	 emerged	 with	 the	 aim	 of	 developing	 learners’	
communicative	competence	 (Ellis	&	Shintani,	2014).	Nowadays,	CLT	
has	 evolved	 and	 two	 strong	 versions	 of	 this	 approach	 exist:	 Task-
Based	 Language	 Teaching	 (TBLT)	 and	 Content	 and	 Language	
Integrated	Learning	(CLIL).		
According	 to	 Ellis	 &	 Shintani	 (2014),	 the	 aim	 of	 TBLT	 is	 «to	
develop	 learner’s	communicative	competence	by	engaging	students	
in	 meaning-focused	 communication	 through	 the	 performance	 of	
tasks»	 (p.	 135).TBLT	 is	 a	 meaning-based	 approach	 in	 which	
participants	 are	 concerned	 with	 communication.	 Teachers	 must	
provide	learners	with	opportunities	to	use	and	practice	the	language	
in	the	classroom.	However,	 it	 is	also	essential	 to	mention	that	TBLT	
does	not	just	concern	itself	with	acquiring	fluency;	it	also	focuses	on	









communicative	 needs	 through	 the	 implementation	 of	 tasks	 in	 the	
language	 classroom	 (Long,	 2015).	 Textbooks	 and	 mechanical	
activities	seem	a	thing	of	the	past.	Students	need	authenticity	and,	as	
claimed	by	González-Lloret	&	Nielson	(2015),	old	methodologies	are	
not	appropriate	 to	meet	 the	real-world	needs	of	 language	 learners.	
Moreover,	nowadays,	technology	pervades	every	aspect	of	our	lives;	
thus,	Information	and	Communication	Technologies	(ICT)	also	play	an	
important	 role	 in	 the	 teaching	 of	 foreign	 languages	 because	 it	
provides	 easy	 ways	 to	 achieve	 authenticity	 and,	 as	 a	 result,	 to	
motivate	 students.	 Furthermore,	Web	 2.0	 technologies	 create	 new	
environments	 in	 which	 students	 can	 be	 active	 learners	 and	 where	
they	 can	 deal	 with	 holistic	 tasks	 through	 technology-mediated	








when	 dealing	 with	 foreign	 language	 teaching	 and	 learning.	 Many	
different	 studies	 have	 been	 conducted	 taking	 the	 use	 of	 this	
methodology	 into	 consideration	 (Jeon	 &	 Hahn,	 2006;	 Zhang,	 2007;	
Carless,	2009;	Hadi,	2013).		
It	 is	claimed	that	the	use	of	TBLT	 in	foreign	 language	education	
can	be	 really	 beneficial	 for	 students.	 Research	has	 been	 conducted	
on	the	implementation	of	TBLT	in	the	language	classroom	in	order	to	
explore	 learners’	 perceptions	 and	 performance	 (McDonough	 &	
Chaikitmongkol,	 2007;	 Carless,	 2009;	 Meng	 &	 Cheng,	 2010;	 Hadi,	
2013).	 However,	 it	 seems	 that	 many	 of	 the	 previous	 studies	 were	
conducted	in	Asia.	We	cannot	forget	that	culture	and	cultural	norms	
play	 a	 role	 of	 paramount	 importance	 when	 dealing	 with	 the	
implementation	 of	 TBLT.	 Therefore,	 in	 order	 to	 contribute	 to	 this	







TBLT	 is	 the	 second	 strong	version	of	CLT	and	 it	 is	 considered	a	
contemporary	 view	 of	 language	 learning.	 According	 to	 Ellis	 &	
Shintani	 (2014),	 the	 aim	 of	 this	 approach	 is	 «to	 develop	 learner’s	
communicative	 competence	 by	 engaging	 them	 in	meaning-focused	
communication	through	the	performance	of	tasks»	(p.	135).	Through	
this	 approach,	 learners	 are	 engaged	 in	 real	 language	 use	 in	 the	
classroom	through	the	completion	of	tasks.		
TBLT	 is	 considered	 a	 meaning-based	 approach	 in	 which	
participants	are	concerned	with	communication.	According	to	Willis	
&	Willis	(2007),	it	is	more	effective	to	encourage	learners	to	use	the	
language	 as	much	 as	 possible	 even	 though	 their	 production	 is	 not	
accurate.	 Teachers	must	provide	 learners	with	opportunities	 to	use	
and	 practice	 the	 language	 in	 the	 classroom.	 However,	 it	 is	 also	
essential	 to	mention	 that	TBLT	 is	not	 just	 concerned	with	acquiring	




Tasks	 are	 at	 the	 core	 of	 any	 TBLT	 approach;	 therefore,	 it	 is	
essential	to	define	them.	Over	the	years,	a	large	number	of	scholars	
have	 tried	 to	offer	a	definition	of	 tasks	 (e.g.	Prabhu,	1987;	 Skehan,	
1996;	Willis,	1996;etc).Willis	 (1996)	states	that	«a	task	 is	an	activity	
where	 the	 target	 language	 is	 used	 by	 the	 learner	 for	 a	
communicative	 purpose	 in	 order	 to	 achieve	 an	 outcome»	 (p.	 23).	
This	definition,	however,	does	not	establish	the	role	of	the	teacher,	
which	 can	 be	 found	 in	 Prabhu’s	 definition.	 According	 to	 Prabhu	
(1987),	«a	task	 is	an	activity	which	required	 learners	to	arrive	at	an	




Ellis	 (2003:	 9)	 established	 criteria	 that	 any	 task	 should	 fulfil	
























identifies	 three	 types	 of	 tasks	 depending	 on	 the	 gap	 they	 involve:	
information	gap,	opinion	gap	or	reasoning	gap.	Information-gap	tasks	
demand	students	to	share	information.	These	tasks	can	be	one	way	
or	 two	way.	 In	 one-way	 tasks,	 one	 student	 has	 all	 the	 information	
while	 in	two-way	tasks	each	student	has	part	of	the	 information.	 In	
order	 to	 fulfil	 the	 task,	 students	 must	 exchange	 their	 information.	
Opinion-gap	 tasks	 require	 students	 to	 exchange	 opinions	 about	
different	 topics.	 And	 finally,	 in	 reasoning-gap	 tasks,	 students	 must	
infer	new	information	from	the	 information	already	presented.	This	
kind	of	 task	 invites	 the	participants	 to	use	 their	ability	 to	 think	and	
justify.		
Further,	 tasks	 can	 be	 focused	 or	 unfocused.	 Focused	 tasks	 are	
designed	to	elicit	specific	linguistic	features	while	communicating.	On	
the	 contrary,	 in	 unfocused	 tasks,	 students	 will	 not	 focus	 on	 any	
specific	linguistic	feature;	they	will	just	use	the	language	for	general	
communication	(Ellis	&	Shintani,	2014).		




Another	 important	 step	 when	 dealing	 with	 TBLT	 is	 its	
implementation	 in	 the	 classroom.	 Different	 models	 have	 been	
proposed	 (e.g.	Prabhu,	1987;Skehan,	1996;	Willis,	1996;	Lee,	2000);	













lives.	 The	 Internet	 and	 digital	 devices	 surround	 us.	 In	 the	 field	 of	
education,	 the	 use	 of	 ICT	 in	 language	 learning	 and	 teaching	 has	
greatly	 increased	 in	 the	 last	 decade.	 Little	 by	 little,	 educators	 are	
embedding	 technological	 tools	 in	 their	 lessons,	 which	 increases	
learners’	 motivation	 (Trajtemberg	 &	 Yiakoumetti,	 2014).	 It	 is	
essential	to	mention	that	the	new	generation	of	students,	those	who	
are	 currently	 in	 the	 classrooms,	 has	 grown	 up	 surrounded	 by	




This	 new	 generation	 of	 learners	 is	 bored	 of	 ordinary	 lessons,	
textbooks	or	drills.	They	want	to	include	technological	gadgets	in	the	
learning	process.	 Some	years	ago,	 teachers	and	 researchers	 started	
to	 incorporate	 these	digital	 tools	 in	 their	 lessons	but	 there	 is	 still	 a	
long	way	to	go.	Some	teachers,	due	to	their	lack	of	digital	knowledge	
or	 to	 the	 fact	 that	 using	 ICT	 is	 time-consuming,	 prefer	 to	 continue	
with	 anachronistic	 lessons.	 However,	 new	 generations	 of	 teachers,	















holistic	 tasksthrough	 technology-mediated	 transformation	 and	
creation	processes(Gonzalez-Lloret&	Ortega,	2014).That	 is	why	new	
technologies	 and	 TBLT	 can	 perfectly	 integrate	 each	 other	 in	 the	
learning	process	(Van	den	Brandenet	al.,	2009).	
According	 to	 Gonzalez-Lloret	 &	 Ortega	 (2014:	 2-6),	 tasks	 must	















order	 to	 explore	 learners’	 perceptions	 of	 Technology-mediated	
Tasks,	a	pedagogical	proposal	was	designed.	For	this	proposal,	a	task	
was	 created	and	posted	 in	 a	blog	 for	 students	 to	perform.	As	 I	 did	
not	have	the	appropriate	tools	to	conduct	a	proper	qualitative	study,	
I	 observed	 how	 the	 participants	 coped	 with	 the	 different	 tasks.	
Further,	 before	 implementing	 this	 proposal,	 I	 designed	 two	
questionnaires	 for	my	 students	 to	 fill	 in,	 which	 can	 be	 seen	 in	 the	
appendices.	It	is	important	to	mention	that	the	questionnaires	were	
created	 in	 Spanish	 because	 I	 thought	 students	would	 express	 their	
ideas	 and	 thoughts	 in	 their	 mother	 tongue	 better.	 These	 two	
questionnaires	 helped	 me	 to	 obtain	 more	 reliable	 and	 tangible	
results.	
This	teaching	proposal	was	implemented	in	IES	Politècnic	which	
is	 a	 secondary	 school	 located	 in	 Castelló	 de	 la	 Plana.	 The	 study	
involved	 17	 students,	whose	 ages	 ranged	 from	 16	 to	 18	 years	 old.	







After	 having	 analysed	 the	 theoretical	 framework	 of	 TBLT	 and	











is	 easy	 for	 students	 to	 use	 and	 it	 contributes	 to	 foster	 their	




proposal	 was	 to	 consider	 a	 task	 for	 students	 to	 perform.	 After	
considering	 different	 options,	 I	 decided	 that	 the	 task	was	 going	 to	
consist	 in	preparing	a	power	point	presentation	 in	which	they	were	
going	 to	 explain	 the	way	 they	would	 like	 to	 implement	 the	 annual	
Christmas	 party	 of	 their	 secondary	 school.	 Dealing	 with	 Christmas,	
which	 is	 considered	 one	 of	 the	most	 important	 celebrations	 in	 the	
Western	world,	would	allow	me	to	 introduce	the	main	traditions	of	
Christmas	 in	 English	 speaking	 countries	 and,	 more	 importantly,	 it	
would	help	students	learn	and	understand	the	English	culture	better.	
I	 felt	 it	 was	 essential	 to	 incorporate	 culture	 within	 this	 teaching	
proposal	 because	 language	 reflects	 culture.	 As	 stated	 by	 Kramsch	
(1991),	«culture	and	language	are	inseparable	and	constitute	a	single	
universe	 or	 domain	 of	 experience»	 (p.	 217).	 A	 language	 cannot	 be	
completely	 learnt	by	any	user	without	a	deep	understanding	of	 the	
















are	 going	 to	 acquire	 the	 necessary	 vocabulary	 and	 skills	 to	
accomplish	the	final	task.		
In	 the	 pre-task	 stage,	 students	 are	 going	 to	 find	 background	
information	about	the	history,	traditions	and	curiosities	of	Christmas	
in	United	Kingdom	(UK).		
The	 first	 activity	 they	 have	 to	 carry	 out	 is	 a	 reading	 about	 the	
history	of	Christmas	in	UK	(seefigure	2).	In	this	activity,	they	have	to	









discuss	 some	 questions	 that	 will	 be	 introduced	 by	 a	 voki	 (talking	
avatar).		
Vokis	have	been	 incorporated	within	the	blog	because	they	are	
perfect	 teaching	assistants.	Besides,	 in	 the	EFL	 classroom,	vokis	are	
going	to	engage	students	while	learning	because	they	can	be	used	to	
highlight	different	aspects	of	 lessons.	Finally,	 they	are	a	 really	good	
tool	 to	 work	 with	 pronunciation	 or	 different	 dialects	 because	














will	 focus	 on	 the	 theme	of	 the	 party,	 the	 invitations,	 the	 food	 and	
drinks,	 the	music,	 the	 Christmas	 speech	 and	 the	 entertainment	 for	




to	 decide	 among	 one	 of	 these	 themes	 or	 if	 they	 prefer,	 they	 can	
propose	 a	 different	 one.	 This	 task	 is	 an	 opinion	 gap	 task	 in	 which	
students	have	to	reach	an	agreement	giving	their	opinions	about	the	
topic.	 It	 is	also	considered	an	unfocused	task	due	to	the	fact	that	 it	











to	 be	 able	 to	write	 their	 own	 speech	 for	 the	 party.	 The	 first	 thing	
students	are	going	to	do	is	to	watch	a	video	from	the	film	Scrooged	
in	 which	 the	 main	 character	 is	 uttering	 an	 important	 Christmas	
speech	 after	 realizing	 about	 the	 importance	 and	 meaning	 of	
Christmas.	After	watching	the	video,	students	are	given	a	document	
in	which	 they	 can	 find	 the	 same	 speech	 they	 have	watched	 in	 the	






Another	 important	 aspect	 of	 any	 party	 are	 invitations.	 In	 the	
next	 task	 (see	 figure	 6),	 students	 have	 to	 look	 at	 different	 party	
invitation	designs	 and	 then	decide	which	 they	 like	 the	most	before	
writing	their	own.	This	may	be	deemed	as	a	focused	task	because	it	
tries	 to	 elicit	 production	 of	 some	 specific	 linguistic	 features.	 After	













have	 to	 decide	 about	 the	music	 for	 the	 party.	 According	 to	 Dodge	
(1995),	«a	WebQuest	is	an	inquiry-oriented	activity	in	which	some	or	
all	 of	 the	 information	 that	 learners	 interact	 with	 comes	 from	









8)	 has	 been	 specifically	 created	 for	 this	 project.	 In	 this	WebQuest,	
students	 have	 to	 prepare	 a	 power	 point	 presentation	 with	




alternative	 song	 too.	 Secondly,	 the	 groups	 have	 to	 search	 the	
internet	 for	 different	 basic	 information	 about	 their	 songs	 (title	 and	
date	of	the	song,	singer/band,	biography,	style,	official	website,	date	
of	the	song	and	message).	Thirdly,	students	have	to	create	a	power	
point	 presentation	 explaining	 all	 the	 information	 found	 and	 their	
music	choices	for	the	party.		
In	 this	 task,	 the	main	 objective	 for	 students	 is	 to	 learn	 how	 to	
look	 for	 specific	 information,	 peer	 work,	 and	 to	 get	 familiar	 with	
power	point	presentations	 in	order	 to	 learn	how	to	create	a	better	
presentation	 for	 the	 final	 outcome	 of	 the	 teaching	 proposal.	













In	 the	 following	 task,	 students	 have	 to	 choose	 the	 food	 and	
drinks	 for	 the	 party	 (see	 figure	 9).	 This	 is	 also	 an	 unfocused	 and	
opinion	 gap	 task.	 Here,	 students	 must	 reach	 an	 agreement	 about	







tasks.	 The	purpose	of	 this	 section	 is	 for	 students	 to	become	aware	
that	they	have	to	include	some	activities	to	entertain	their	guests	in	
the	party.	The	first	task	is	a	spot	the	differences	task	(see	figure	10)	
which	 is	 considered	 a	 focused	 task.	 This	 task	 tries	 to	 reinforce	 the	
use	 of	 prepositions	 of	 place	 and	 expressions	 such	 as	 «there	 is»	 or	












without	 using	 the	 taboo	 words	 they	 have	 in	 the	 cards.	 This	 is	 an	
unfocused	task	because	it	elicits	general	samples	of	language	and	it	is	
a	 one-way	 task	 because	 each	 student	 has	 all	 the	 information.	 This	









presentation	 explaining	 the	way	 they	would	 like	 to	 implement	 the	











This	 final	 presentation	will	 be	 evaluated	 by	 both	 their	 teacher	












After	 explaining	 what	 they	 had	 to	 do,	 students	 were	 asked	 to	
work	in	pairs	to	perform	the	different	tasks.	There	were	a	total	of	7	
pairs	and	a	group	of	three	students.	




about	the	traditions	of	Christmas	 in	 the	UK.	They	reported	that	 the	
tasks	 they	 had	 to	 accomplish	 were	 easy	 and	 their	 results	 were	
satisfactory.	
In	 the	main-task	 phase,	 each	 group	 tried	 to	 choose	 a	 different	





clothes	 and	 their	 decoration	 and	 invitations	 were	 also	 connected	
with	that	colour.		
However,	 they	 also	 found	 some	 difficulties	 when	 dealing	 with	
specific	vocabulary.	They	did	not	know	many	specific	culinary	terms	
and	they	were	surprised	by	the	fact	that	some	Spanish	terms	such	as	
turrón	 or	 polvorones	 were	 not	 translated	 into	 English.	 Another	
difficulty	was	 the	 Christmas	 speech.	 At	 the	 beginning,	 they	 did	 not	
know	what	 to	write	 in	 their	 speeches,	 but	 after	 analysing	 different	
speeches,	they	accomplished	this	task	perfectly.	
For	the	final	task,	students	prepared	really	original	power	point	
presentations,	which	were	 to	 the	whole	 class.	 The	 rest	 of	 students	
had	 to	 evaluate	 their	 classmates	 using	 the	 rubric	 we	 have	 seen	 in	
figure	13.		
Finally,	 after	 concluding	with	 the	 presentations,	 students	were	
asked	 to	 fill	 in	 a	 final	 questionnaire	 (see	 appendix	 B).	 The	 results	
showed	that	all	 the	participants	had	enjoyed	working	with	 the	blog	
and	 they	 were	 really	 motivated.	 All	 of	 them	 felt	 they	 had	 learnt	
English	 using	 communicative	 tasks	 and	 their	 degree	 of	 satisfaction	
was	8.3/10.	Among	the	aspects	they	mentioned	to	have	learnt:	33	%	
of	the	participants	mentioned	vocabulary,	24	%	how	to	communicate	
with	 other	 people	 using	 English,	 19	%	 English	 culture,	 14	%	how	 to	
organise	a	party	in	real	life,	5	%	to	develop	projects	with	classmates	
and	5	%	to	understand	people	more	easily.	These	results	can	be	seen	












This	 paper	 has	 explored	how	new	 technology,	 especially	 blogs,	
can	 be	 embedded	 in	 TBLT	 instruction	 for	 successfully	 teaching	 and	
learning	 the	 English	 language	 in	 EFL	 contexts.	 When	 working	 with	
TBLT,	tasks	are	essential,	and	it	 is	through	the	internet	and	ICT	that	
authenticity	can	be	achieved.	Feeling	tasks	as	something	real	is	what	





Results	 in	 the	 implementation	 of	 this	 teaching	 proposal	 have	




Some	 limitations	 are	 also	 to	 be	 considered.	 First	 of	 all,	 it	 is	
essential	 to	 mention	 that,	 due	 to	 contextual	 constrains	 and	 time	
limitations,	 it	was	 impossible	 to	conduct	a	proper	qualitative	study.	
That	is	why,	I	only	observed	students	carrying	out	the	different	tasks	





were	 extremely	 easy	 for	 some	 of	 the	 students	 while	 others	 found	
them	 hard.	 I	 also	 found	 different	 attitudes	 towards	 the	 English	








research	 is	 needed	 to	 see	 the	 potential	 and	 affordances	 of	 other	
technological	 tools	 using	 a	 TBLT	 methodology.	 Further	 research	
should	 also	 take	 into	 account	 specific	 aspects	 of	 learners’	
communicative	competence.	
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7. ¿Te	 ha	 gustado	 trabajar	 con	 nuevas	 tecnologías	 y	 especialmente	 con	 el	
blog?	¿Qué	destacarías?	
8. ¿Qué	dificultades	principales	has	encontrado?	
9. ¿Te	 ha	 servido	 conocer	más	 cosas	 de	 la	 cultura	 inglesa	 para	mejorar	 tu	
competencia	en	inglés?	
